1. Using the CHAMPS typology of types of misbehavior [Chapter 9, Task 3 (2nd Ed.) or Module 7, Tasks 3-6 (1st Ed.)], make an initial guess as to which type Dominic's arguing falls into. 
I believe that Dominic’s arguing falls into the “Purposeful/Habitual” type of misbehavior.  The Champ’s text states, “chronic misbehavior may help a student avoid something aversive or demonstrate and achieve a sense of power and control” (Champs, pg. 316).  I think Dominic is displaying negative behavior because he has no interest or desire to read.  In the case study it mentions that he misbehaves at certain times of the day like during morning reading.  He also says that they make him do “stupid reading” and “what is the point of reading”.  This makes me believe that he is acting out to avoid reading because he does not like it or maybe its not his strength. 

2. How would you collect data to confirm or disconfirm your initial hypotheses? Pick one or two assessment strategies (with specific tools from one of the texts) that might provide information about Dominic's behavior. 

I agree with Jane that the “Rating Magnitude or Quality” process of collecting date would help confirm or disconfirm my hypothesis of Dominic’s arguing falling in to the “purposeful/habitual” type behavior.  By collecting data and observing Dominic’s behavior during different parts of the day and different subject areas, then the teacher can narrow down when and why he is acting out.  From the sounds of it, he has a very negative attitude about reading, so it would also be important to see if he is low in that area or if he just dislikes it.  If he tests low in that area, then maybe he could fall into the “abilitly type” misbehavior.  If he the data shows he can do it, just chooses not to, then maybe my hypothesis is correct (Champs).

3. Review the "General methods for responding to disruptive behavior" in the Jones and Jones text  [pg. 302  or pg. 336 (8th ed.) or pg. 315 (7th ed)]. Discuss 2 or 3 that you'd suggest to try with Dominic. Provide a rationale for your choice. 

Here are three of the methods I would suggest to try with Dominic:

1. Increase interest by using humor or connecting the lesson to some topic in which the student maybe particularly interested.  I think this may help improve his behavior by connecting some reading lessons to something he enjoys, like computers.  If the teacher can give reading material that involves talk about computers or the way games are made it may increase his interest level and decrease his negative behavior.  It may also help for the teacher to relate how reading and using computers can be used together. 

2. See if the student needs some assistance, acknowledge this, and provide the assistance.  If the reason Dominic is acting out is because he struggles with reading or another subject in class, it may help to give him some type of assistance.  It may be reading to him or the whole class, letting him listen to a book on tape, reading with a partner.  The case study does not say whether he is a low reader, but the fact that he hates reading may be because he is not very good at it.

3. Remain calm.  I think this is important for the teacher to do in Dominic’s case because it sounds like he is very argumentative.  Jones’ text states, “If we become emotional or act in a manner that is not completely professional, we provide students with an opportunity to project the blame/problem onto us and fail to take resposibility for their own behavior” (Jones, pg. 305).  I have seen teachers who argue back with students and it just makes things worse.  The student usually feeds off of it and enjoys the fact that they can argue with a teacher.   

4. Review the "Classroom procedure for responding to disruptive behavior" in the Jones and Jones text [pg. 318 or pg. 339 (8th ed.) or pg. 304 (7th ed.)]. What might be some of the benefits or drawbacks of a system like this for Dominic? 
I think that taking the positive approach to respond to Dominic’s behavior issues can be beneficial in some ways but could also have a negative effect depending on how he responds to it.  

Some benefits would be by clearly outlining this procedure, Dominic would understand that he is the one choosing to misbehave and he is in control of his consequences.  The table on 8.5 has procedures that are not aggressive and should not spark an argument from Dominic, as long as he clearly understands what you are asking.  It is also a good method to use with Dominic because it has progressive consequences, not attacking Dominic.  

A drawback may be that he would not do well with the writing portion of the plan.  It is well known that he does not like to read and it may go hand in hand with writing.  The Jones text says, “the disadvantage of written forms is that many students who struggle to behave responsibly also struggle with academic work” (Jones, pg. 322).  Another drawback could be that he does not respond well to the verbal and nonverbal cues and may try to argue with you like the case study says he likes to do. 

