Describe:


A fellow teacher and I discussed a student named “Mason” that she had in her kindergarten class. It was my colleagues first year of teaching and Mason came to her in his second year of kindergarten. Mason could quote random facts and figures from particular topics that interested him, however he was unable to recall letters and sounds from the alphabet. His recognition was at about 50% and with the remainder of the letters he had to recite the alphabet to recall. Some letters he was able to recall sounds but not the written letter.  Decoding skills were little to none and his sight word comprehension was below 25%. Mason ranked in the Intensive categories in both DIBELS and MLPP scores. He was a very active student who could comprehend oral directions but lacked the follow through to complete the task. He was easily distracted and rarely completed tasks without the teacher redirecting. By the halfway point in the school year his once patient and understanding classmates were becoming aggravated and intolerant of his behavior. Mason consistently struggled with monitoring his self-control and did not respect the personal space of other students. My colleague stated that “There are students who know the rules and break them on purpose and there are students know the rules and break them but do not realize it. Mason broke the rules without even realizing what he was doing.” 

Math was a strong point for Mason due to the fact that he was able to manipulate objects and interact with the learning. Mason had sensory issues with small motor skills and excessive pressure when using a pencil and/or crayon was extremely difficult for him. Overall he was a very caring and sensitive student. He always came to school with a positive attitude and was always willing to try. His home life was stable and the parents were willing and able to do all that they could to help their child. Although it was stressful at home and at times difficult to get Mason to focus on tasks, especially when completing homework, the parents remained positive and did all they could to help him. 

Analyze:


My colleague used various strategies to help Mason succeed in kindergarten. She used the basic techniques like placing his seat in an area where he was able to stand when necessary and he could move about without disturbing the other students. His morning routine was placed on a task card inside his locker where he could use picture/word clues to help him complete his morning tasks. Hands on techniques were used whenever possible for Mason and he received specialized one on one work with the teacher each day. Literacy stations were a regular part of the classroom routine and various types of visual aides were provided for Mason during large group work. Eventually, there were Child Study meetings held with school personnel and parents to discuss Mason’s progress. IEP’s were put into place and Mason began seeing an occupational therapist for his sensory issues once every week. Medication was discussed as a possible approach, however Masons parents were extremely skeptical about this proposal. 

Reflect:


As a Physical Education instructor looking in on a situation, it is very easy for me to throw ideas around about what could have been done during a situation I was not a part of. However, noticing that Mason had a few key interests and after reading Linnenbrink and Pintrichs article on motivation, I might have used the students intrinsic motivation as a guide for teaching. Mason had a “motivation to engage in an activity for his own sake” (Linnenbrink & Pintrick, 2002) therefore I would use that motivation to stimulate his work in the classroom and his progress in reading and letter/sound recognition. If I were teaching Mason, I would use the four key components of motivation (academic self efficacy, attributions, intrinsic motivation, and achievement goals) to help guide me in helping Mason to play a bigger role in his own learning. 


Once again, looking in as an outsider, I believe that my colleague did a nice job of providing Mason with opportunities to succeed in her classroom. Although I am not with him on a regular basis like she is, I interact with Mason during Physical Education class and see the struggles he and my colleague are facing. I look forward to seeing Mason grow and progress in the years to come and hope that Mason does not become one of the “20 percent of elementary students nationwide that have significant problems learning to read” (Teaching Reading Is Rocket Science, 1995).
